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TheChairmanWelcomesYou...

byTonyBerry

Welcometo Novacon30(or, if you’re readingthis onthe train goinghome,
farewell fromNovacon30). Sincea bunchof SFfans gatheredin the Imperial
Centrebackin 1971,Novaconhasbecomeaninstitution. Thetrouble with
institutions is that theycanbecomea little stale if allowedto, andsomepeople
start to say“Hohum,anotheryear, anotherNovacon,they’re all the same”.
HavingworkedonseveralNovacons,I certainly disagreewith this. Although
the conventionis run underthe bannerof the BirminghamSFGroupratherthan
beinga fully floating onelike the Eastercons, andhasa numberof“fixed”
items, like the auctions, eachcommitteeendeavoursto bring somethingnewto
the con, andto makethe programmeasinteresting andentertaining as possible.
I think wehaveachievedthat this year, andJ amhappyfor this particular
institution to continuefor another30years. Hmmm...at Novacon60I'll be72.
Nowthere’s a thought....

Anever-dwindlinggroupof fanshavebeento everyNovacon,but I only
arrived at Novacon9. Guestof HonourwasChristopherPriest, but this wasnot
the first timeI hadmethim. I wasa memberof the LeedsUniversity SF
Society, andhadhelpedout at Yorcon1 the previousyear. Acertain Alan
DoreysuggestedI come downto somethingcalled “TheTun”in London,where
I wouldmeetmorefans. I did so andhomedin onAlan’s friendly face (stop
sniggering), finding himtalking with a guywhoborea remarkableresemblance
to himself: bothweresporting long hair, flares, jacket andshoulderbag. “Who’s
this then?’ I said tactfully. Theystared at meandthenAlansaid “I’m Chris
Priest” andthe other guysaid “I’m AlanDorey”. I eventuallyworkedout the
truth (sharp as ever) andenjoyedthat neofrisson of meetinga skiffy authorin
the flesh. SincethenI’ve readandadmiredmanyof Chris’s booksas hemoved
fromstraight SF into moremainstreamwork,but alwayswith a fantastical

. elementin the story, alwayspicking at the threadsofreality. I’m pleasedto
havehimbackas Guestof Honour.

Ourother twoGuests,of course, are stalwarts of boththeBSFGandNovacon,
andknownto just abouteverybodyin British SF fandom.RogPeytonis a
bookseller andauctioneerparexcellence, usually to be foundin the dealers’
room(thoughthis yearwewill try anddraghimaway),andDaveHardyis a
leading spaceandSFartist, whoseworkis a mainstayof the Novaconartshow.
I'd like to thankthemfor taking part this weekend.Also, thanksto my
committeefor all their hardworkoverthe last year, andto youfor coming
along.



Prestigious Prestidigitation

Anintroduction to the fiction of ChristopherPriest
byPaul Kincaid

TohearChris Priest tell it, his booksdivide neatly into three groupsofthree. In

an interview I did with himfor Vectorhe said as much:“Therearethree which|

feel I canstandmyreputation on, three whichare goodnear-misses,andthree

whichI’m not veryhappywith at all.’

This isn’t the wholetruth, of course.It missesout his collections of short

stories, Real-TimeWorldwhich,in thetitle story at least, attains someofthe

mysterious,identity-threatening powerofhis later works;AnInfinite Summer

whichcontains, in ‘An Infinite Summer’and‘Palely Loitering’, twoexquisite

stories whichsignalled the full maturingof his work,andalso three of the

DreamArchipelagostories whichwouldalso becollected in TheDream

Archipelago. Thislast, finally bringing all his DreamArchipelagostories

togethermorethan20yearsafter theywerefirst written, is still oneof the most

compulsivelyreadableandsexually threateningworksyoucould hopeto

encounter,NooneconsideringPriest’s workwouldwantto omitthesebooks

fromtheir remit, mostlybecause,thelast twoatleast are so damnedgood.Still,

it is the novels for whichheis likely to bebestknown,so I’ll devotethe

remainderof this surveyto them,taking themaccordingto his assessment(and

for the purposeof this surveyI’m goingto assumethat his tenth novel, The

Extremes,falls somewherebetweenthefirst andsecondcategory).

It wouldbeunfair to spendtoo muchtimeonthosenovelswith whichPriest is

unhappy.These,hereveals, are Indoctrinaire, his first novel, TheSpace

MachineandTheQuiet Woman.Indoctrinaire, the story of anisolated prisoner,

is as full of existential despair andnewwaveangstas anythingto comeout of

the Sixties, andis a fairly poorwork.Neither TheSpaceMachinenor TheQuiet

Womanis anywherenearasbad. Theformeris a pastiche of H.G.Wellsthat

managesto combineTheTimeMachinewith TheWarof the Worldsandisa

readableandamusingjeu d’esprit, if notmuchmorethanthat. TheQuiet

Womanattemptsto bequite a bit morethanthat, a sour explorationof a world

falling apart, including alongthe waya descentinto the feveredandsexually

perverseimaginationof oneof the characters,it is muchbetter onre-reading

thanonfirst acquaintance,butit hadthe misfortuneto appearin the midstofa

successionof excellent novels whichmadeit appearworsethan it wasby

comparison.

Thegoodnearmisses, onthe other hand,are bookswhichmanyanotherwriter

wouldbehappyto claim as the pinnacle of their career. Fuguefor a Darkening
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Island is a formofthat archetypalBritish sciencefiction trope, the catastrophe

story. In this instancethe catastropheis causedbyawarin Africa that has

resulted in Britain beingfloodedbyrefugees,whichin turn hasled to

factionalism andthedisintegration of order. This disintegration is reflected in a

non-linear narrative whichdots aboutin time, andthis in turn reflects the

psychologicaldisintegration of‘the central character, Alan Whitman.

This device,in whichthe psychologicalstate of the charactersfinds anechoin

the landscapethroughwhichtheymove,is somethingto whichPriest returns

againandagaininhis fiction, thoughalwayswith slightly different angles.It’s

there, for instance, in the nextof his nearmisses,ADreamof Wessex(which

wasre-titled ThePerfect Loverin America,for noreadily comprehensible

reason). In manywaysthis is a harbingerofhis verybest work,andif it mustbe

accounteda missit is only bycomparisonto whatwouldcomeafter. Set partly

in a dystopiannearfuture, andpartly in a distant future reachedvia an

experimentin controlled dreaming,it showsthe landscapeof the idyllic far

future beingcorruptedbythepsychologicalandsexual tensions importedfrom

the present. Sincethe distant future features a drownedEnglandin whichpart of

the south coast hasbecomeasort of summerisle, this is clearly a precursorof

the DreamArchipelago.

WithADreamof Wessex,Priest really hit his stride. Timeandagainfromthis

point onheexploredthemesofidentity andskirted the edgesof madnessin

fiction that wasrarely comfortable,often chilly, butalwayspowerful. The

Glamour,another‘near miss’, is perhapsthe finest considerationof invisibility

in sciencefiction; becauseinvisibility becomesintimately connectedwith

questionsofself-esteemandhowmemoryshapesour identity. Greyis a

newsreelcameraman(acraft redolentof seeingwithoutbeingseen)whois

injured in a terrorist bombblast andwho,in trying to piecetogetherhis lost

memoryfinds himselfwith a girlfriend anda rival whoarebothglamorous,that

is, theycanbothbecomeinvisible at will. Thegapsin Grey’smemory,andthe

gapsin the engagementof the glamorouswith the society aroundthemmingle

to providea devastatingglimpseof shatteredidentity andsocial dysfunction.

Society is dysfunctional in another, altogethermoreviolent wayin Priest’s most

recentnovel, TheExtremes.Tobehonest,J haveno idea whetherheconsiders

this a near-missor a noveluponwhichtostandhis reputation, thoughknowing

howexactinghis standardscanbe it is probablysafest to consignthis to the

formercategory,thoughthat seemsa strangefate for abookthat wonthe BSFA

Awardandwasshortlisted for the ArthurC. Clarke Award.Hereweget two

massmurders,onein Texasandonein a small townonthe southcoast of

England,at the sametimeonthe sameday. Andwhatlinks them,after the
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event, is the newpublic entertainmentofvirtual reality. Virtual reality is a
disengagementwithreality, representedherebythe corporateexecutivesfor the
VRcompanywhoroll into Bulvertondispensingmoneyandinsulating
themselvesfromwhatmightbecalled life. Butvirtual reality, like the dreaming
in ADreamofWessex,is awaythroughto somethingelse; andjust as the
protagonists in ADreamof Wessexare able to shapethe dreamto create their
ownhappyending, so Teresain TheExtremesis able to shapevirtual reality to
find a wayof reuniting with herhusbandwhowaskilled in the Texasmassacre.

Nowwecometothethree novelsonwhichPriest is preparedto let his
reputation stand. I havesaid beforethatcritics find it easyto write aboutbad
books,becausethe failure providesa readyhandleto grasp, but goodbooksare
remarkablyhardto discussbecauseas their qualities arenecessarily dispersed
throughoutthe entirety of the work,there is noreadily graspablehandle. These
three booksarelike that, theyare so damnednearperfect that oneis eitherleft
with nothingto say or too much.Thereis a terrible temptationto quoteeach
novel in its entirety, pointing to it andsaying: ‘isn’t that marvellous?’

Thefirst of this trio is Jnverted World, whichis probablyas close to uniqueas
anythingin sciencefiction hasevergot. If youhaven’tactually readit you
shouldbefrog-marched,right this moment,into the bookroom,youshould
havea copyofthebookthrust into yourhand,andyoushouldbemadetosit
downthereandthento read it. It won’tbea hardship, fromthe momentyou
readthe first line —‘I hadreachedthe age ofsix hundredandfifty miles.’ —
you’ll probablybehooked.Butif youdon’t readit yourknowledgeand
appreciationof sciencefiction, andparticularly of British. sciencefiction, will be
fatally flawed. Nooneelsein science fiction hasturnedtheworldinside out in
this way,anddoneso not only with suchrigor butwith suchhauntingimages.J
guaranteeyouwill neverforget the city that mustkeepmoving,the peoplewho
becomeelongatedas they get aheadof the city or moresquatas theytravel into
the past. /Jnverted Worldis Priest’s mostsciencefictional story andprobablyhis
mostengaging.Ayearor twolater, with ‘An Infinite Summer’andthe first of
the DreamArchipelagostories, hewouldembarkonanewphaseinhis writing,
psychologically moreacuteandmoredisturbing, the writing sharperand more
measured,Whateverhis occasionalpublic pronouncementsonthe matter, none
of these later works,not evenTheQuietWoman,everquite left science fiction
behind,but the inventionbecameless exuberantbecauseit wasmoreimportant
andmoreinteresting to explorethe mindsof the charactersthantheir worlds.
‘This approachhasled to his finest novels, andas abodyof workeverythinghe
haswritten fromADreamof Wessexto TheExtremesmaybeequalledbutit has
not beensurpassedin British science fiction. Noneof that, however,takes away
onejot fromthe sheerglory of InvertedWorld, oneof the mostinventiveand
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wonderful(in the literal senseof the word)sciencefiction novelswritten in this

countryin the last 50years.

If I don’t advocatethe sameforced readingof TheAffirmation andThePrestige

it is only becausethesebooksdemanda different approach.Youneedto come

to thesetwobookswillingly becausetheywill dothings to yourmind,make

youquestionthe relationship betweenyourself andthe worldaroundyouin

waysyoumayneverhavedonebefore.

TheAffirmationis set partly in our familiar worldandpartly in the Dream

Archipelago, an island landscapereminiscentof the Isles of Greecethat

providesanunsettlingly idyllic setting for the tales of psycho-sexualhorror

playedout in them.If the DreamArchipelagostories hadwarnedus to beware

of whatwentonthere, nothinghadpreparedus for TheAffirmation. Toexplain

whathappensbriefly is inevitably to distort the novel,for all of Priest’s work

fromADreamof Wessexonwardscontains suchtwists, involutions, resonances

that only a completerecountingof theplot couldhopeto avoiddistortion,

nevertheless:Peter Sinclair haslost his job andhis girlfriend at the same

momentandretreats to a remotecottagewherehestarts to write the story of his

life. Butthe story hewrites is set in the DreamArchipelago,wherePeter

Sinclair andhis girlfriend Seri travel to wherePeter camclaim his lottery prize,

treatmentthat will makehimimmortal.However,thetreatmentwill destroyhis

memory,so hemustwrite his life story. Thestory hewrites is of Peter Sinclair

whohaslost his job andhis girlfriend andis trying to piecehis life andhis mind

backtogetheragain. Thetwostories echobackandforth betweenBritain and

the DreamArchipelago,eachamplifyingthe madnessof the other until the

heart-stoppingmomentwhenwediscoverthat the fat manuscriptthat Peter has

obsessivelywritten andrewritten is composedentirely of blankpages.(Then,

later, in TheQuiet Woman,wediscover a central characteroncefamiliarly

knownas Seri whohadashipboardromancewithaPeter Sinclair as they

returnedfromGreeceat the outbreakof the SecondWorldWar.)

If TheAffirmation makesus questionwhatit is to besane, ThePrestige, which

is perhapsPriest’s finest individual achievement,makesus questionwhatit is to

bean individual. This is a novelwhich,uniquely, wonboththe JamesTait

BlackMemorialPrize andthe WorldFantasyAward(thelatter is particularly

strange, since ThePrestige doesnot contain onesingle wordof fantasy, every

apparentlyfantastical eventwhichhappensin the novel is carefully explainedin

termsofeither stagecraft or science). In its simplest termsit is a story aboutthe

rivalry betweentwostagemagiciansat the endof the Victorian age, but as I

said before, simplifying oneof Priest’s plots is to doit irreparable harm.This is

a novelcrowdedwith twins, doubles, doppelgangers,mirrors andreflections,
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duplicities, hiddenpersonae.It is a novel in whichnoonecharacteris unique,

they havea twin ortheyplay a doublerole or in someother sensetheyare

duplicated. Oneof the warringmagiciansis imbuedwith everytradition of the

Victorian stage, the extraordinarylengths that stagemagicianswouldgoin

order to preservetheir trick, to the extent that they distorted the reality of their

lives for the preservation ofanillusion. (Doesthat soundfamiliar? Thinkof The

GlamourandTheExtremes.)Theotheris moreof aniconoclast, ignorant or

uncaringofthe traditions whichmeanso muchto hisrival, yet heto endsup

distorting reality for the sakeof illusion, thoughin a very different way.One

manhasa twin butonlyhalfalife, the other creates a doppelgangerwhich

sucksthevitality fromhis life; yetit is only as the framingnarrative ends,in an

imageredolentof MaryShelley’s Frankenstein,that welearn to whatextentthe

sins of the fathers havedamagedthelives of their descendants.

All the novelsandshort stories collections that ChristopherPriest haswritten

are worthreading, manyof themare particularly good.But thesethree, Inverted

World, TheAffirmation andThePrestige are somethingspecial. Youwon'tfind

their like anywhereelse. Onsecondthoughts,maybeI shouldforce youto read

TheAffirmation andThePrestige alongwith Inverted World. Yowll thankme

for it in the end.

Chris Priest: a Bibliography
Novels:

e INDOCTRINAIRE(1970)
FUGUEFORADARKENINGISLAND(1972)
INVERTEDWORLD(1974)
THESPACEMACHINE(1976)
ADREAMOFWESSEX(1977)
THEAFFIRMATION(1981)
THEGLAMOUR(1984)
THEQUIETWOMAN(1990)
THEPRESTIGE(1995)
THEEXTREMES(1998)
THESEPARATION(forthcoming)

Short Story Collections:

“e@ REAL-TIMEWORLD(1974)
e ANINFINITESUMMER(1979)
e THEDREAMARCHIPELAGO(1999)

10:



Anthologies:

e ANTICIPATIONS(1978)
e STARSOFALBION[with RobertHoldstock](1979)

Non-Fiction:

e THEBOOKONTHEEDGEOFFOREVER(1994)

MainAwards:

e BSFAAward(INVERTEDWORLD,Palely Loitering’, THE

EXTREMES)
e DitmarAward(THESPACEMACHINE,THEAFFIRMATION)

e KurdLasswitzAward(THEGLAMOUR)

e JamesTait BlackMemorialPrize -- Fiction (THEPRESTIGE)

e WorldFantasyAward(THEPRESTIGE)
Other:
e Bestof YoungBritish Novelists (1983)

 



RogerG. PeytonbyDaveHolmes

It is said that the first timeyoumeetsomeone,yourfirst impressionwill bethe
oneyourememberhimorherby.

Thefirst timeI metRoghewasn’tthere!

Birminghamin the seventieswasadifficult placeto get SF. Therewerea
coupleof second-handshops(bothusually full of menin raincoats looking at
the “TopShelf’ mags—whichincidentally wereneverkeptonthe top shelf) and
Hudsonsbookshop(this hadonesmall island unit but wasstill the placeto go
for newbooks).

At the timeI washeavily into comicsandmybrother’s friends usedto come
roundthe houseandwe’dswapstuff... suddenly theystarted turning upwith
somereally goodmags.Theywouldn’ttell mewheretheyweregettingit all
from.

Bribery andcorruptionworked.

I gavethema 10/-note... I knewwhereto go.

Thefollowing TuesdayI hadlife studies at the Art College in town... lunchtime
beckoned.I walkedinto Andromedaandmylife changed.

I hadneverseenso manydelights in oneroom,I lookedaround... | wasonmy
own... a desertedshopfull of SF... paradise... whensuddenlythe backdoorof
the shopflew openanda relieved-looking mancamein doinguphiszip.

- Nowyouknowwhyfirst impressionsstick with you.

I didn’t buyanythingthat first timeas I wastoo gobsmacked...too much
‘choice. I madeupfor it onthe SaturdaywhenI wentback.

It didn’t takeRoglongto ensnaremein his net. He’dfoundanotherfan to join
his growinggang. Hegotmeworkingon Saturdays,thenduringmysummer
break. BynowI wastrapped. It tookme19years to breakawayfromhis spell,
andwhatdo I do? I becomeoneofhis disciples spreadingthe word. ThatSFis
a wayoflife. Oneof his greatest pleasuresis introducing peopleto the things
that he loves. It’s an eclectic range, fromEarthAbides, Jerry LeeLewis,
Illustrated Books,to Indian food (I still rememberwhenRogandhis wife
Arlenetook meto the India Cottage. It wasso different after eating Vesta
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meals). Hegot mehookedonpretty muchall of them... Jerry Lewisis the
exception, althoughI thoughthewasgoodwhenhemadethefilms withDean
Martin.

OvertheyearsRoghas(in myopinion) donemoreto promoteSFthananyone
else in the UK. Publishers listen to his recommendations,authorslike Jonathan
Carroll sendhimdrafts of their latest workto get his opinion. He’sbeenan
editor, anArt agent, abookpackagerandthe best auctioneerthat youwill seeat
a convention. Hepromotesnewauthorswith the samevigour as the big names
(“but who’sthis Terry Pratchett?’ I said), he’s a conventionorganiser, and most
importantlyfor this conventionthe heartandsoul of the BirminghamScience
Fiction Group.

If youhaven’tmetRogbefore, try anddo so this weekend,althoughit probably
won’tbeeasybecauseheis usually engagedin conversationwith other fans.

I canrecommendthat youdobuya drink for at least onepersonthis weekend
andthat is Arlene. I think that the reasonshecomesto Novaconis it’s the one
timeof the yearthat she actually gets to spendsometimewith himbecausehe
is so busythe rest of the yearconvertingandhelpinghis disciples.

RogPeyton:the Casefor the DefencebySteveGreen

Muchhasbeenwritten, bothin the pagesof the progressreports andin the
warningnotices outside the Novacondealersroom,onthe topic of RogeiG
Peyton's gift for extracting wads ofcurrencyfromthosefoolish enoughto cross
his path. Andyes,it is true that Rogcouldnot only sell sandto the Arabs,but
probablyget themto lease their owncamelsto ship it home.Novaconchairman
TonyBerryevenbecamea locksmithpurely in order to build himselfa safer
wallet, thenforgot whereheleft the key. Goodghod,I oncesawRogcashingin
_onthe release of the first Star Warsmoviebyauctioningoff aDexof Force
Flakes cereal.

However,it's the flipside of Rog's retail activities whichjustifies our honouring
himthis weekend.In a worldwherebooksare shippedin anonymousunits and
stackedonsupermarketcounterslike tins of bakedbeans,the Andromeda
Bookshophasremainedanoasis for thoseof uswhoactually wantto read
novelswhichchallengethe mindrather thanpassa fewidle momentswaiting in
the airport lounge. Andin anagewhenunsoldbooksbarely leave the
warehousebefore beingre-routed to the pulping vat, Andromeda'sbackstock
andsecond-handshelvespreservethetimeline of our genrefor future
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generations. Alongwith a lot of booksabouttrolls, wizardsandmissing
princesses, true, but ] can forgive thoseas the necessaryevils of staying solvent
(and anyway,weMaryChapinCarpenterfans haveto stick together).

Soraise your glasses forthwith to oneofthe fewbusinessmenwhois actually
onour side, andwhohasneverforgotten his fannish roots (hey, they're the only
oneshehas left). Just makesure to keepthe other handfirmly claspedaround
yoursparechange.

 



I can’t quite rememberthefirst timeI metRogPeyton. It waswhenthe Brum |

Groupwasmeetingupstairs at the Ivy Bushonthe HagleyRoad,so it must |

havebeenaround1980.I wasliving in Coventryatthetimeanddriving over to |

meetingseverymonth.I soonfoundout that heowneda sciencefiction |

bookshopandso wasobviouslyworthgetting to know.Roghad,in fact, co-

foundedtheBirminghamSFGroupwaybackin 1961,andwhenthat folded,

foundedit in its presentformten years later. His shop,AndromedaBooks,was

in its secondincarnationwhenfirst showedup,andI spentfar too much

moneythere overthe years. Rogwasalwayshappyto recommendbooks, and

this wayI discoveredsuchgemsas Jack Finney’s “TimeandAgain”andKen

Grimwood’s“Replay”.Nowin anevenbiggerplace, Andromedaproudly

displays overthe door“TheWorld’sLongestEstablished F andSF Bookshop”.

RogPeytonbyTonyBerry

Notcontentwith runningthe shop,Roghas publishedhis ownbooksunderthe

bannerofeither DrunkenDragonPressor VentureSF. Heis usually to befound

at conventionsbehindtable in the dealers’ room,or honinghis skills as an

auctioneer.I’ve actually seenhimauction a carrier- bagfull of books,thenthe

carrier bag,thenanemptycardboardbox, then ajug of water. Heseemsto be

able to separatepeoplefromtheir beermoneywith consummateease. Hehas

also servedonanumberof conventioncommittees,the first beingthe 1965

Eastercon,Brumcon2.

Rogenjoysthe finer thingsin life, especially wherefood is concerned.No

matterwherea conventionis held, healwaysseemsto knowwherethe good

restaurantsare. Just don’t try andkeepupwith his red wineconsumptionunless

you're feeling brave.

So, canI sayanythingagainsthim?Well, yes. He’s got this strangetaste in

music.Heprofessesto hate anypoprecordmadeafter about1960,but for some

pervertedreasonlikes countrymusic.Or is it western,or countryandwestern?

Whatever,I’m surethere mustbea courseof treatmentavailable somewhere.

Still, this is a minorfault in someonewhoso deservesto be Special Guestat

Novacon30. Buyhimadrink, andthenrefuse to give it himunlesshesayshe

likes the ChemicalBrothers.
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Below: DavidA. Hardy(left) andfriend in 1959.Davesays "This is aphotoof
meat myFIRSTCON,at the Imperial, Easter1959! Withmeis mygood
friend andlate-lamentedPeterHammerton,fromLincoln, one-timefan and

,
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DavidA. HardybyMeraylahAllwood

I imaginethat many,if not most,of youreadingthis will needlittle introduction

to the workof myfather, DavidAHardy.Hehasbeenanestablishedpresence

in the worldof spaceandsciencefiction art for many,manyyears, in fact hehas

nowbeenproducingspaceart for half a century, starting at the ageof 14! He

illustrated his first book, "Suns,MythsandMen"for Patrick Moorein 1954.

After national service in the RAFDadworkedfor Cadbury's,in Bournville in

the designoffice painting chocolateboxes. Ona recent visit to BirminghamDad

tookJenny(mydaughter)andmyselfto"CadburyWorld"wherewesawsome

of the actual wrapperdesignshehadworkedon. Jennywasdelighted with such

a directly connectedhistory lesson!

In 1965Dadwentfreelance.In the years sincethenhehasillustrated and

producedcoversfor dozensof books,bothfact andfiction. Hehasworkedon

SF magazinessuchas "FantasyandScienceFiction" and"Analog", factual

magazinessuchas "NewScientist" and"AstronomyNow",films suchas "The

NeverendingStory”, TV(Blake 7, TheSkyat Night, Horizonetc), computer

gamesandrecordcovers. Thelatter affordedmea certain amountof"street

cred" in myteenageyears: "Wow! yourDaddid that Hawkwindalbumcover!".

Dadhas also written andillustrated manyof his ownnon-fiction booksfor both

children andadults, rangingin subject fromthe solar system,to weatherand

dinosaurs. Jenny, whois eight, is bemghomeeducatedandthinks its great to

turn to Granddadsbooksfor reference. Theother dayshefoundoneofhis

paintings onthe backofa cereal packet,whichshewasmostproudof(is this

the height of fame?!).

Bookswhichhavebeenwritten/co-written as well as illustrated byDadinclude

"Challangeof the Stars" (with Patrick Moore,1972), "Galactic Tours" (with the

late BobShaw,1981)whichled to DadbecomingThomasCooksspacetourism

consultant(!) and"Visions of Space”(1989). Dadsoriginal artworkis owned

(or hasbeenowned)bymanywell knownpeople,including Patrick Moore,

Arthur CClarke, the late Carl Sagan,WernherVonBraun,Isaac Asimovand

Brian Jonesof the Rolling Stonesto namebut a few. Dadnowdoesmostofhis

artworkusingPhotoShopona powermac.| haveto saythat I amwildly

impressedwith his ability to adaptto newtechnology,whichhasinvolved a

hugeamountof timeanda steep learning curveandproducessomefantastic

results!

Asis often the casewhenyougrowupsurroundedbysomething,youfail to

fully appreciateit. I certainly wish] hadlistened harderwhenDadshowedme

the constellations in the night sky anddescribedthe pathsof the heavenly
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bodiesthroughour sky. I sometimeshaveto knowcertain star patterns in my

ownwork, andhavehadto relearn them.In myearly childhood, living ina

cottagein the Norfolk marshes,it wasnot unusualto find-Dadconstructinga

spaceship in the field nearby,or filming "flying saucers" - someof his home

moviesare a delight! Tovisit Dadsstudio, wherehespentmanyhoursa day,

youfirst hadto find it....Our dinningroomseeminglyhadonly onedoorinto it,

it wasonly oncloser inspection of a bookcasefilled with strangely titled SF

booksthat yourealised the bookcasewasin fact a door.(the booksweremerely

cardboardspines). Toa child, goingthroughthis doorwasa bit like going

throughthe looking glass, or the wardrobeinto Narnia. Dadwouldbesitting at

his desk, painting somealien scene, listening to perhapsPink Floyd, surrounded

bywonderssuchas lava lamps,a "port hole" windowin the wall revealing a

lunar landscape....J sometimessmileat the memoryof this whenI amensconced
in myownstudio, painting andlistening to spaceymusic!It is only now[ am

older, andhavechosento follow a similar careerthat| realise the amountof

effort anddedication that hasgoneinto Dadswork. Circumstancesmeantthat

welived apart since I wasnineyears old, but in recentyears wehave

rediscoveredmutualinterests, andsharedideas andvisions. Dadhashelpedme
negotiatesomeof thepitfalls of the publishing worldandthe businessof

marketingmyownartwork, andhasbeena supportivefriend throughout,for

whichIamvery grateful. I havelargely written this while feeding Aidan,

Dave’snewgrandson(only just twoweeksold) andasJ look athis longartistic

fingers I wonderif hewill follow the family tradition? Dadis averyworthy

guestof honourat this year’s convention,andJ hopeyouall enjoythe weekend!

DavidA. Hardy:a Bibliography

CHALLENGEOFTHESTARS1972with Patrick Moore
NEWCHALLENGEOFTHESTARS1978withPatrick Moore
THESOLARSYSTEM1974
ROCKETS&SATELLITES1975
LIGHTANDSIGHT1977
AIRANDWEATHER1977
ENERGYANDTHEFUTURE1979
ATLASOFTHESOLARSYSTEM1982
(all the aboveHeinemann/World'sWork)
GALACTICTOURS1981with BobShaw
VISIONSOFSPACE:Artists Journeythroughthe Cosmos.Dragon'sWorld

1989/90
THEFIRESWITHIN:Volcanoesonearth andOtherPlanets. Dragon’sWorld
1991
BOOKOFTHEUNIVERSEwith Ian Ridpath
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BOOKOFTHEUNIVERSEwith lan Ridpath1992

In addition to the aboveDavehasproduced51 coversfor F&SFsince 1971,

around20for ANALOGsince 1981andquite a fewfor INTERZONE.Hehas

producedtoo manypaperbackandhardcoverjacketsto list but anda coupleof

jackets worthnoting: SNOWSOFOLYMPUS1994AsthurCClarke andA

PALEBLUEDOT1994Carl Sagan(whichDavetells us nearly endedupwith

the samecover!)
HARDYWARE,with text by Chris Morganwill bepublishedbyPaper

Tiger in 2001.

 
Rolf meetsDave—don’t missDave’s“Rolf Bit” onSundayat 1.45pm,after all
DavetaughtRolf all heknows...
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FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
10.00 Game:Summarising Panel: JudgingaBook

Priest Competition by its Cover
11.15 Guest : Auction

RogPeyton
12.30 Panel: What’sHot Panel: Yesterday's

andWhat's Not Tomorrows
1.45 Panel: Fanfundery Guest

DaveHardy

3.00 Guestof Honour Forum:TheFutureof
Chris Priest ScienceFiction

4.15 NovaconDebate: Panel: Whatis
: Shouldwekill off FandomFor?

conventions?
5.30 DaveHardyslideshow Closing Ceremony&

Awards

6.45 OpeningCeremony Quiz
Panel: Whyweare
here
Chris Priest, Rog
Peyton, DaveHardy

8.00 Spaceguard Panel: TheMythsthat International Beer
Shape Us Tasting

9.15 Panel: Scienceand/or Game:TheyThink
sciencefiction It’s All Buzzcocks

Siddall &Hicks
10.30 PCArt Show Band

FRIDAY
Fri 6.45
Whyweare here
Ourguestsdiscuss whythey got involvedin SFandfandomin the first place—
andwhytheyare still here. Whathassf givento them—andwhathavethey
given to SF?
DaveHardy, Chris Priest, RogPeytonMod:Chris Morgan

Fri 8.00
Spaceguard
In September,a task force reportedto the British Governmentonwaysin which
the UKcouldcontribute to aninternational Spaceguardproject. Jay Tatetells us
aboutthe dangersof asteroid impact—andthe technologythat couldprotectus.
MajorJonathanTate

Fri 9.15
Scienceand/orsciencefiction
HugoGernsbacksawscientifiction as providing ideasfor scientists, John W.
Campbellsawsciencefiction as a place wherescientists couldtry out their
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ideas, andjust this yearwehaveheardof a sciencethink tankthat hascalled on

sciencefiction authorsfor ideas theymightdevelop.Butdoessf really have

anythingto contribute to science?

AmandaBaker, SimonBradshaw,MarcusRowland

Fri 10.30
PCArt Show
Anintroduction to the CD-ROMart showthat we’restagingthroughoutthe

Convention.

SATURDAY
Sat 10
SummarisingPriest Competition
Followingthe modelof MontyPython'sSummarisingProust Competition,we

askcontestantsto summariseanyof ourGoH'snovels in the shortest time

possible.
Judge: Chris Priest

Sat 11.15
Special Guest
Yourchanceto find out everythingyoueverwantedto knowaboutthe

bookdealer,publisher andaboveall fan whois our Special Guest.

RogPeyton ,

Sat 12.30
What'shot andwhat'snot.

Ourguestreviewersare askedto nameonebookyouabsolutely mustread—and

oneyoushouldavoidlike the plague.

Del Cotter, Chris O'Shea,YvonneRowse,Jennifer Swift Mod:PaulKincaid

Sat 1.45
Fanfundery
What’sit like ona TAFFor GUFFtrip? Andwhatdothe winnersreally get out

of the wholething? Recentwinnerssharetheir besttravellers’ tales.

SueMason,Paul KincaidMod:MaureenKincaidSpeller

Sat 3.00
Guestof Honour

Meetoneof Britain’s mostacclaimedwriters as hegives his Guestof Honour

speech.
Chris Priest
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Sat 4.15
NovaconDebate:Is therestill a role for the SFConvention?
Easterconsno longer havecompetingbids (in fact sometimesit seemswebarely
scrape abid at all), Weaskthe awkwardquestion: haveconventionshadtheir
day?Is it timeto let themdie a natural death—or is there anythingfresh that can
bedonewith them,andanyonefresh to do it?
Alison Scott andVinceDocherty\eadthe discussion

Sat 5.30
DaveHardySlide Show
Discoverthe amazingastronomicalpaintings of our GuestArtist.
DaveHardy

Sat 6.45
Quiz
Teamsof fourpit their wits against eachother and,of course, our fiendish
question master.
RogerRobinson

Sat 8.00
Themythsthat shapeus—the mythsweshape
Mythsandlegendshavealwayshada political function, andstill dotoday. We
look at howtheyhavedesignedto shapeour lives andopinions. Butwealso
considerhowourlives andopinions shapethe mythswetell.
Cherith Baldry, KenMacleod,LisanneNorman,Mod:MichaelAbbott

Sat 9,15
TheyThinkIt’s All Buzzcocks!
Theintellectual highpointof the convention:MessrsSiddall &Hicks display
their unerringgraspof the silly game.VietimsVolunteerswelcome!
MikeSiddall, DaveHicks

Sat 10.30
Jack of Herts
Live music bya great live band,featuring renownedrockgodJohn Harvey.

SUNDAY
Sun10
Judginga Bookby its Cover
Whatmakesus pick upa bookandopenit in the first place? As a precursorto
the bookauction, wediscuss the relative merits of thetitle, the author, the cover
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illustration, the blurb, the quotes, the reviewsandeverythingelse that tries to
persuadeus to buya book.
Brian Ameringen,DavidHardy,RogPeytonMod:Julian Headlong

Sun11.15
Book,Art &FanFundAuction
This is the momentyou’vebeensaving all thosehard-earnedpenniesfor. Your
chanceto invest in wonderfulpictures, rare books,andlots of things youmight
neverhaverealised youneededbefore.

Sun12.30
Yesterday'sTomorrows
Weaskourpanellists to choosetheir favourite tomorrowsasdepictedin sf
books,films, comics,paintings or whathaveyou—thendiscuss whywe're not
living in that future.
Claire Brialey, KevMcVeigh,FarahMendlesohn,Mod:MaureenKincaid
Speller

Sun1.45
GuestArtist
DaveHardydisplays his lightning skall with a brush, thenanswersyour
questions.
DaveHardy

Sun3.00
Forum:TheFutureof ScienceFiction
Onthe modelof our successful forumonthe TwoCultures jae year, weturn
ourattention nowto sciencefiction itself. At the dawnof anewcentury, doessf
actually havea future —andif so, whatshapemightit take?
AndrewButler, SteveJeffery, John Meaney,ChristopherPriest Mod:Caroline
Mullan

Sun4.15
Whatis FandomFor?
Weaskthe panelto explainwhythey're fans, andwhatis the point of us all
beingherethis weekend.DougBell, BridgetBradshaw,Julie Rigby

Sun8
International BeerTasting
Bring yourown—andsamplesomeofthe local brewsonoffer.



TheNovaAwardsbyTonyBerry

TheNovaawardswerecreatedin 1973bythe late Gillon Field andare
presentedannuallybythe BirminghamScienceFiction Groupfor workin
fanzines. Theawardsare votedfor by“informedfans”. Until 1981there was
only oneawardfor BestFanzine, but nowthere are also awardsfor Best
Fanwriter andBestFanartist.

For a fanzine to qualify, oneor moreissues musthavebeenpublishedbetween
1“ October1999and30"September2000. Forartists andwriters to qualify, a
piece of their workmusthavebeenpublishedfor the first timebetweenthose
dates. A“Fanzine”is defined as anamateurpublication whichis concernedwith
SF/Fantasy,SFandFantasyfans and/orrelated subjects, copiesof whichcanbe
obtainedin exchangefor other amateurpublications or for letters of comment.

TheNovasare awardedby informedvote, frominformedfans. Theseare
definedas Novaconmembers(or supportingmembers)whohavereceivedsix
or morefanzines duringthe relevant year. Thesemustbedifferent publications,
not different issues of the samepublication. Thevariousofficial organsof a
society or groupdonot countas different publications.

For further informationpleasecontactmeat 68WindsorRoad,Oldbury,West
Midlands,B688PBor checkthe Novaconwebsite at www.novacon.org.co.uk

TheNovaAwards:PreviousWinners

1973:SPECULATIONed. Peter Weston
1974:ZIMRIed. Lisa Conesatied with BIGSCABed. JohnBrosnan
1975:MAYAed. RobJackson
1976:MAYAed. RobJackson
1977:TWLL-DDUed. DaveLangford
1978:GROSSENCOUNTERSed. AlanDorey
1979:SEAMONSTERSed. SimoneWalsh
1980:ONE-OFFed. DaveBridges.

YEAR BESTFANZINE BESTWRITER BESTARTIST
1981 TAPPEN Chris Atkinson PeteLyon

ed. MalcolmEdwards
1982 EPSILON Chris Atkinson RobHansen

ed. RobHansen
1983 ACOOLHEAD DaveBridges Margaret

ed. DaveBridges Welbank
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YEAR
1984

1985

1986

1987

1988

1989

1990

199]

1992

1993

1994

1995

1996

1997

1998

1999

BESTFANZINE
XYSTER
ed. DaveWood
PREVERT
ed. John Jarrold
PINKBEDSOCKS
ed. OwenWhiteoak
LIP
ed. HazelAshworth
LIP
ed. HazelAshworth
VSOP
ed. Jan Orys
FIT
ed. JosephNicholas
&Judith Hanna
SALIROMANIA
ed. MichaelAshley
BOB?
ed. Ian Sorensen
LAGOON
ed. SimonOunsley
RASTUSJOHNSON'S
CAKEWALK
ed. GregPickersgill
ATTITUDE
ed, MichaelAbbott,
JohnDallman
&PamWells

WAXENWINGS&
BANANASKINS
ed. Claire Brialey
&MarkPlummer
WAXENWINGS&
BANANASKINS
ed. Claire Brialey
&MarkPlummer
BANANAWINGS
ed. Claire Brialey
&MarkPlummer
BARMAID
ed. YvonneRowse

BESTWRITER
AnneHammill

Abi Frost

OwenWhiteoak

D. West

MichaelAshley

SimonPolley

DaveLangford

MichaelAshley

MichaelAshley

SimonOunsley

GregPickersgill

SimonOunsley

Alison Freebairn

MarkPlummer

MaureenKincaid
Speller

YvonneRowse

BESTARTISY
D.West

RosCalverly

ATom

D. West

D. West

DaveMooring

DaveMooring

D. West

DaveMooring

DaveMooring

D-West

D.West

D. West

SueMason

D. West

SueMason



TheBestFanNovabyCarol Morton

Just prior to Novacon25the committeeheardthat Brian Burgesswouldnot be
atténdingthe conventiondueto ill health. Wefelt that this wasa shameas
Brian hadattendedeveryotherNovaconandto missout throughil! health
seemedunfair.

Thecommitteeall felt that somethingshouldbedoneto acknowledgeBrian's
fannish contribution to Novaconandwedecidedthat a special Novawouldbe
awardedto him. Whenit arrived it wasengraved"BestFan". Thatset us
thinking. Weacknowledgethe writers of fanzinearticles, the artists who
illustrate themandthe peoplewhoactually producethesefanzines. Butwhere
wouldtheybewithoutthe fans whoreadandadmiretheir work?

This special Novapointedout a lack in the system. Thecommitteeof Novacon
25decidedthat this mustbeaddressed. It wasdecidedthat the "Best Fan"
awardwouldnot beonethat wasvotedonbyNovaconmembers,it wouldjust
bean occasional awardthat the current Novaconcommitteecouldpresentif
they felt that there wassomeonewhodeservedrecognition for their
contributions, in a fannish way,to Novacon.

WhenBobShawdied wefelt that wehadto acknowledgeBob'sspecial
contribution. Eventhoughhewasa"filthy pro" hewasalso a fan andthat is
whywegavehimthe second"Best Fan"Nova. KenSlater wasthe recipient in
1997,celebrating not only his years in fandombutalso his 80thbirthday. There
wasnoawardgrantedin 1998,norlast year.

This is anoccasionalawardanddoesnotneedto beawardedeveryyear, butwe
are alwaysopento suggestionsfromfellow fans as to whoyouthink shouldbe
givenanaward. Remembertheycanbea professional, that's noproblem,but
first andforemost theymustbeafan.
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GeneralCertificate of Science-Fiction Education

byVernonBrown

On the next few pagesyou will find a GCSEQuestion Paper. You
should also find a loose A4 sized AnswerPaper. If you don't have
one please contact Registration.

Most questions in this Quiz require a short answer, but for
various reasons this cannot be a written one. So eachquestion
has beengivenseveral ‘outline answers' which can be in full or
abbreviated, the idea being that you matchyour answerto one of
the outline ones. It's a bit like being given specifications for
makinga key, together with five different locks. If the key is
made correctly it will fit omeof the locks, if it is not it
won't. However,to makethe instructions simpler, the terms
‘question’ and ‘answer' are usedalthough, strictly speaking,
they are incorrect.

Instructions
KREEKKEREEKEKRE

1. Eachquestion on the paper has several answers.
2. Markthe answerthat you think is correct; note that manyare
abbreviatedto initial letters becausegiving themin full would
makethings far too easy.
3. Nowchoosewhich answersyou will submit for marking. There
are three sections - Section B is easy, Section A is mediumand
Section C has harder questions. You have to submit two sections
which must include Section A. If you submit Sections A and B you
will obtain a GCSEOrdinary Certificate if you pass, if you
submit Sections A and C you will gain a GCSEAdvancedCertificate
if you pass. Pass markis 40%and eachcertificate is graded.
4. Havingdecidedwhichtwo sections to submit ignore the other.
5. The answerpaper has numberedand lettered squaresthat
corresvondto the questions and answersin the question paper.
You should carefully BLOCKOUTwith black or blue ink, ballpoint
or felttip the squares correspondingto the answersthat you
think are correct. Do not circle or cross the squaresor do
anything else, or use pencil, as your paper will not be markedif
you do. This is becausemarkingwill be doneby placing a card
over your answerpaperwith holes in it correspondingto the
correct answersquares. Squaresthat showthrough are correctly
answered.Signs, pencils etc. are unsuitable for this type of
marking. If you makea mistakeput a large X throughthe
incorrect square. é
6. Nowcomplete youranswerpaper. Block out the square
correspondingto the sections that you are submitting i.e. A&Bor
A&Cand print your nameand address, whichwill be used as an
address label to send you your certificate if you do not collect
it during NOVACON.
7. Checkthat all is completedproperly and post your answer
paper in the box AT REGISTRATIONon SATURDAYevening. Deadline is
6pmbut watchthe GCSEposters for any alteration to this.
8. All answerpapers submittedwill be entered in a free draw
9. Certificates will be available late on Saturdayeveningand on
Sunday- please ask mefor yours and find out whetheryou have
also wona bookvoucher.
10.Finally, no one else will knowhowyou have done unless you
tell them, so please have a go, you maydo better than you think.



SECTIONA

1. In which novel do people jaunte?
a)AA b)FF c)NNd)TT ey)yYy

2. What is a wellknownSign of madnessin Piersons Puppeteers?a)Courageb)Depressionc)Laughterd)Silence e)Twitching

3. Whatnumberor letter precedesthe nameDaneelOlivaw?a)l b)6 c)A d)R e)U

4. In which story are 'Black Riders’ and 'Cracks of Doom'?a)COTI b)LOTRc)MOTUd)THCe)WOOo

5. In which story is there masspanic at the stars appearance?a)Darknessb)Daybreakc)Midnight d)Nightfall e)Sunset

6. Roughly, what is Mesklins gravity at the Equator?a)3G b)30Gc)90G4)270Ge)500G

7. Whatis the worst thing in the world (1984)?a)Hells Doorwayb)Number1 c)Room101 d)The Place e)Time

8. Namethe city/retreat in 'The Lost Horizon'?a)Darjeeling b)Istanbul c)Katmandud)Samarkande)Shangri-la

9. What ‘allegorical' writing tells of a fans progress?a)ADITL b)E c)PAAAd)PP e)TED

10.In 'Gullivers Travels' whowere the Houyhnhnms?a)Clouds b)Dolphins c)Dwarfs d)Horsese)Savants

il.In which decadeis 'On the Beach'(NS) set?a)50"s b)60's c)70's d)80's e)90's

12.In 'Dune' what is the life-extending spice called?a)Ambergrisb)Blue eyes c)Endorf d)Melangee)Soma

13.Namethe ‘Island in the Sea of Time'?
a)Ceylonb)Isle of Wight c)Nantucketd)Sicily e)Tasmania |
14.Whatwas Aldiss' history of science fiction (1973) called?a)HYSb)TYS c)MYSd)BYSe)GYS

15.Whatspore-like virus was McCaffrey's dragonsenemy?a)String b)Threadc)Warpd)Weft e)Yarn

16.Is 'May the force be with you' a quotation from ‘Star Wars'.a)Yes b)No

17.Howdid the heroes get 'From the Earth to the Moon'(JV)?a)Balloon b)Cannonc)Cavorite d)Kite e)Swans

18.Whois the heroine of "Metropolis'?
a)Alice b)Jane c)Juliette d)Maria e)Thuvia
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SECTIONB

19.Namethe captain of the 'Nautilus' (JV).
a)Begin b)Bligh c)Kirk d)LaVerre e)Nemo

20.HowmanyLaws of Robotics did Asimovoriginally invent?
a)2 b)3 c)4d)5 e)6

21.Whowrote 'A Wizardof Earthsea'?
a)Foster b)Lackeyc)LeGuind)Merritt e)Norton

22.In 'Star Trek'(TV) whatkitchen utensils were usedas medical
instruments?

a)Mixers b)Saltshakers c)Scales d)Thermometerse)Timers

23.Whichancient civilisation is linked with 'Stargate' (film)?
a)Aztec b)Egyptian c)Greekd)Hittite e)Roman

24.In 'War of the Worlds'(HGW)is the Martians skin —
a)Armouredb)Featheryc)Hairy d)Leatherye)Scaly

25.In ‘Toystory'(film) the spacemanis called Buzz ??
a)Aldin b)Bullet c)Busbyd)Lightyear e)Stopp

26.Whatcolour is the Clangers moon?
a)Redb)Orangec)Yellow d)Greene)Blue

27.In what publication did DanDare appear in 1950?
a)Eagle b)Hawkc)Kestrel d)Robin e)Swift

28.Whowrote 'Frankenstein'?
a)Burns b)Burroughsc)Keats d)Shelley e)Wordsworth

29.In ‘Return of the Jedi' whoare the small furry creatures?.
a)Ewoksb)Furcots c)Fuzzies d) Teddies e)Tribbles

30.Whoare the Hugoawardsnamedafter?
a)Anatole b)Gernsbackc)Rousseaud)Their e)Wells

31.Howdid Bill & Ted travel during their Excellent Adventure?
a)Bedb)Car c)Lift d)Phoneboxe)Shed

32.Whatkind of organismsare Triffids(Jw)?
a)Crystals b)Fish c)Octopi d)Plants e)Spores

33.Whowas 'Number5' in ‘Short Circuit'?
a)Computerb)Dogc)Prisoner d)Robot e) Spaceman
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SECTIONC

19.Whatis the physical difference betweenSlan and Human?
a)Claws b)Feathers c)Fins d)Scales e)Tendrils

20.Whatis a Spindizzy(JB) used for?
a)Creating life b)Drugs c)FTL travel d)Telepathye)Timetravel

21.In 'Ringworld' for whatwas Teela Brownselected?
a)Empathyb)Fertility c)Languagesd)Luck e)Stamina

22,In what story are Termagents,Juggers, Fiends, Blue Horrors?
a)BHb)LSOHc)TDMd)TWBe)WOTW

23.In what story is a MickeyMousewatchan objet d'art?
a)F b)SMIHTc)TDMd)TMITHCe)TTM

24.In 'Way Station'(S) whatdid EnochWallace become?
a)Alien b)Immortalc)Ruler d)Strong e)Telepathic

25.Which of the following H BeamPiper stories is not SF?
a)APFTb)FDPc)MITGRd)O e)SV

26.Whoscripted the film ‘Destination Moon'(1950)?
a)ABCb)AEVVc)EFR d)JHS e)RAH

27.In E R Burroughsbooks, which planet is called Amtor?
a)Mercuryb)Venusc)Earth d)Mars e)Pluto

28.Whendid Gernsbackdevotea whole issue of a science magazine
to science fiction stories?

a)1920b)1923c)1926d)1929e)1930

29.Whatnationality was Olaf Stapledon?
a)Danish b)Dutchc)English d)Swedishe)Swiss

30.WhichSF author beganby drawingthe Jeff Hawkecomicstrip?
a)BA b)HHc)JW d)KB e)TT

31.By what nameis Reginald Bliss better known?
a)ACDb)ERBc)HGWd)JB e)WC

32.Which SFauthor wrote 'The FabulousClipjoint'?
a)BP b)FB c)HH d)JC e)VV

33.Whichfilm invented the launch countdown10,9,8,7,etc.?
a)DFIMb)DMc)FP d)JIS e)TTC

“t
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Novaconandthe R.N.I.B. byMartin Tudor

Novaconhassupportedthe RoyalNationalInstitute’s Talking Booksfor the
Blind project since Novacon18 in 1988,whenTonyBerry (the chairmanofthe
con) first suggestedit, andhasraised fundsfor anumberof booksoverthe
years.

Raffle tickets will be onsale throughoutthe conventionandthere are a number
of wonderfulprizes to bewon. All proceedsfromthe raffle will goto the
RNIB’sTalking Booksfor the Blind project. Sotrack downAnneWoodford
andherbookoftickets now!

[Forfurther information, or to makedonationsdirectly (chequespayable
to “BecconPublications”), contactRogerRobinsonat 75RoslynAvenue,
HaroldWood,Essex, RM3ORG.]

TheHistory of Novacon

CON HOTEL GUEST(S)OF CHAIRMAN
&YEAR HONOUR

1 Imperial Centre JamesWhite VernonBrown
1971 Committee:RayBradbury,AlanDenham,AlanDonnelly,
(144) Pauline Dungate.
2 Imperial Centre DoreenRogers PaulineDungate
1972 Committee:StanEling, Jeffrey Hacker,RichardNewnham,
(144) MegPalmer,HazelReynolds.
3 Imperial Centre KenBulmer HazelReynolds
1973 Committee:StanEling, Gillon Field, MegPalmer,Geoff
(146) Winterman.
4 Imperial Centre KenSlater DrJack Cohen
1974 Committee:Pauline Dungate,StanEling, Gillon Field,
(211) RobertHoffman,Arline Peyton,RogPeyton, HazelReynolds.
5 RoyalAngus DanMorgan RogPeyton
1975 Committee:RayBradbury,Pauline Dungate,RobertHoffman,
(272) LaurenceMiller, Arline Peyton.
6 RoyalAngus DavidKyle StanEling
1976 Committee:HelenEling, LaurenceMiller, Arline Peyton, Rog
(317) Peyton.
7d RoyalAngus John Brunner StanEling
1977 Committee:Liese Hoare,Martin Hoare,Ian Maule,
(278) Janice Maule,DaveLangford.
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CON
&YEAR

1978
(309)

1979
(290)

10
1980
(495)
11
1981
(362)
2
1982
(373)
13
1983
(339)

14
1984
(333)
15
1985
(340)

16
1986
(257)

17
1987
(315)
18
1988
(336)

HOTEL GUEST(S)OF CHAIRMAN
HONOUR

HolidayInn AnneMcCaffrey Laurence
, Miller

Committee:DaveHolmes,KathyHolmes,Chris Walton,
Jackie Wright.
RoyalAngus Christopher RogPeyton

Priest
Committee:HelenEling, StanEling, Chris Morgan,Pauline
Morgan,Paul Oldroyd.
RoyalAngus BrianW.Aldiss RogPeyton
Committee:JosephNicholas, Keith Oborn,Krystyna
Oborn,Paul Oldroyd,Chris Walton.
RoyalAngus BobShaw Paul Oldroyd
Committee:HelenEling, StanEling, JosephNicholas,
Phil Probert. _
RoyalAngus HarryHarrison RogPeyton
Committee:Chris Baker,DaveHardy,EunicePearson,
Phil Probert.
RoyalAngus Lisa Tuttle Phil Probert
Committee:Chris Donaldson,SteveGreen,DaveHaden,Jan
Huxley,Paul Oldroyd,EunicePearson,Paul Vincent, John
Wilkes.
Grand - RobHoldstock SteveGreen
Committee:KevinClarke, AnnGreen,DaveHaden,Eunice
Pearson,Phil Probert, MartinTudor,Paul Vincent.
DeVere JamesWhite Phil Probert
(Coventry) DaveLangford
Committee:TonyBerry, Carol Pearson,EunicePearson,
GrahamPoole, MartinTudor.
DeVere E.C. Tubb TonyBerry
(Coventry) Chris Evans
Committee:NickMills, Darroll Pardoe,RosemaryPardoe,

’ GrahamPoole, MaureenPorter.

RoyalAngus Iain Banks BernieEvans
Committee:MickEvans,DaveHardy,GrahamPoole,
StephenRogers,GeoffWilliams.
RoyalAngus GarryKilworth TonyBerry
Committee:BernieEvans,RogPeyton,GregPickersgill,
LindaPickersgill, MartinTudor.
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CON
&YEAR

19
1989
(426)
20
1990
(330)
21
1991
(200)

22

1992
(300)
23
1993
(350)
24

1994
(214)
25
1995
(338)

26
1996
(281)
27
1997
(277)
28
1998
(265)
29
1999
(239)

HOTEL GUEST(S)OF CHAIRMAN
HONOUR

TheExcelsior GeoffRyman MartinTudor
Committee:TonyBerry, HelenaBowles,BernieEvans,
NickMills, PamWells.
TheExcelsior DrJack Cohen Bernie Evans
Committee:Al Johnston, Alice Lawson,SteveLawson,
NickMills, RichardStandage.
Forte PostHouse Colin Greenland NickMills
(ex-Excelsior)
Committee:DavidT Cooper,Bernie Evans,Al Johnston,
Alice Lawson,SteveLawson,Chris Murphy.
RoyalAngus Storm HelenaBowles

Constantine
Committee:TonyBerry, BernieEvans,JennyGlover, Steve
Glover, Carol Morton,RichardStandage.
RoyalAngus StephenBaxter Carol Morton
Committee:HelenaBowles,BernieEvans,TonyMorton,
RichardStandage.
RoyalAngus GrahamJoyce Richard

Standage
Committee:HelenaBowles,SarahFreakley, Carol Morton,
TonyMorton,Chris Murphy,Martin Tudor.
TheChamberlain BrianW.Aldiss TonyMorton

HarryHarrison
: BobShaw

(Special Guest: Iain M.Banks)
Committee:TonyBerry, Carol Morton,Chris Murphy,Richard
Standage,MartinTudor.
TheIbis DavidGemmell Carol Morton
Committee:SarahFreakley, TonyMorton,Chris Murphy,
RichardStandage,MartinTudor.
TheAbbey Peter F. Hamilton MartinTudor
(Great Malvern)
Committee:Carol &TonyMorton,Chris Murphy,MikeSiddall.
Britannia Paul J. McAuley MartinTudor
Committee:SteveLawson,Pat McMurray,Carol &Tony
Morton,Chris Murphy.
Britannia Ian Stewart Carol Morton
Committee:MaureenKincaid Speller, SteveLawson,Pat
McMurray,TonyMorton,Chris Murphy,Martin Tudor,



CON HOTEL GUEST(S)OF CHAIRMAN
&YEAR HONOUR

2000 Britannia Chris Priest TonyBerry
Special Guest . RogPeyton
GuestArtist DavidA. Hardy
Committee:MaureenKincaid Speller, SteveLawson,Pat

(224) McMurray,TonyMorton,Chris Murphy,MartinTudor.

Pleasenotethat hotels werein Birminghamunless otherwisestated andthat the
attendancefigures above(the numberin bracketsundereachyear) have, in the
majority of cases, beentakenfromthe memberslisted wheneachProgramme
Bookwentto press. Theyare notfinal totals of the attendeesat eachof the
Novacons.For examplethe final membershipat Novacon17was352(not
315), Novacon18was411(not 336)andNovacon28was305(not 265).

Novacon30Membersasat 29"October2000

143 MichaelAbbott 208 BarbaraBrooks
156 Jae Leslie Adams 207 Ian Brooks
15 Brian Ameringen 183 TanyaBrown
189 Jim Anderson 26 VernonBrown
221 Eric Arthur 25 Pat Brown
72 MargaretAustin 32 RogerBurtonWest
11 AmandaBaker 80 StevenCain
160 Cherith Baldry 97  K.LM. Campbell
177 TainBanks 87 Stuart Capewell
161. Jim Barker 182 AvedonCarol
27‘ Chris Bell 214 Catie Cary
126 DougBell 148 Cat Coast
196 Austin Benson 154 Elaine Coates
4 TonyBerry 130 EddieCochrane
178 B.A. Blackburn 172 NoelCollyer
34 Caroline Bott 115 Alison Cook
41 RobbieBourget 109 DavidT. Cooper
90 Bridget Bradshaw 110 Jane Cooper
89 SimonBradshaw 203 Philip Cooper
47 Claire Brialey 135 StephenCooper
202 GordonBrignal 124 Del Cotter

34



7\
209
28
206
168
171
170
205
218
81
166
82
76
33
22
99
176
175
194
163
213)
IZ
is
24
54
187
11
112
201
200
219
13]
93
5°
223
180
36
13
86
85
224
138

DaveCox
Peter Crump
Arthur Cruttenden
TonyCullen
Pat Curzon
Alice Curzon
GeorgeCurzon
MikeDamesick
MalcolmDavies
SteveDavies
Peter Day
Giulia DeCesare
SimonDearn
VincentDocherty
Chris Donaldson
Paul Dormer
FranDowd

John F. Dowd
Peter Dunn

StephenDunn
BrendaDunstan
RogerEarnshaw
Martin Easterbrook
LynnEdwards
SueEdwards
Lilian Edwards
StanEling
HelenEling
FionaEvans
Chris Evans
TommyFerguson
MikeFord
SusanFrancis
GwenFunnell
MalcolmFurnass
AnneGay
Niall Gordon
WendyGraham
AnnGreen
SteveGreen
Phillip Greenaway
UrbanGunnarsson

117
186
181

40
92
108
107
68
127
129
128
147
9]
185
184
137
133
35
94
152
136
145
164
165
220
84
20
50
118
157
39
125

139
14

100
{7
146
193
199
198

HelenHall
Peter F. Hamilton
RobHanson
DavidA. Hardy
John Harrold
SueHarrison
EveHarvey
John Harvey
Julian Headlong
Neil Hepple
AlexHepple
SueHepple
DaveHicks
AndrewHobson
MaryAnnHollingsworth
DaveHolmes
AndersHolmstrom
SimonHovell
MarkHuntleyJames
Nicholas Jackson
EdwardJames
RichardJames
SteveJeffery
Janet Jenkins
AndyJenkins
Al Johnston
SueJones
SteveJones
TonyKeen
RichardKennaway
LeighKennedy
Paul Kincaid
Christina Lake
Colin P. Langeveld
DaveLangford
SteveLawson
Alice Lawson
ErhardLeder
Vikki Lee
Di Lewis
Paul Lewis
SteveLockley



57
38
59
14]
149
167
29
173

19]
192
153
98
AD
74
42
43
16

179
78
169
23
132
122
21
134
216
70
215
49
63

48
116
174

159
158
188
18
120

GavinLong
Caroline Loveridge
Peter Mabey
KenMacLeod
SueMason
JeanMaudsley
WilliamMcCabe
AlexMcLintock
Pat McMurray
YvonneMeaney
JohnMeaney
FarahMendlesohn
NickMills

_ Chris Morgan
Pauline Morgan
Carol Morton
TonyMorton
Caroline Mullan
Chris Murphy
StanNicholls
LisanneNorman
Phillip Nye
Chris O'Shea
KrystynaOborn
JamesOdell
Paul Oldroyd
SueOliver
Omega
DavePackwood
HarryPayne
BernardPeek
Mali Perera

RogPeyton
MarkPlummer
Sheila Pover
Sherrie Powell
ChristopherPriest
SimonPriest
Elizabeth Priest
DavidRedd
JohnD. Rickett
Julie Faith Rigby

30
222
52
88
44
104
69
79
83
114
123
95
155
10
142
61
217
65

140
211
210
77
204
53
96
105
106
102
101
103
51
37
38
162
119

12]
150
197
60
31

RogerRobinson
Nigel Robson
TonyRogers
JohnRowbottom
MarcusRowland
YvonneRowse
GeorgiaSchmitt
Alison Scott
BobShaw
Ina Shorrock
MarkSimmons
KenSlater
MarkSlater
MartinSmith
RobertSneddon
AdrianSnowdon
KateSolomon
Ian Sorensen

MaureenKincaid Speller
TimStannard
SusanStepney
Billy Stirling
Chris Stocks
Brian Stovold
Neil Summerfield
Jennifer Swift
FaySymes
David Symes
LindaTernent
GeorgeTernent
Calvin Ternent
DavidThomas
Neil Tomkinson
Alison Tomkinson
DaveTompkins
Paul Treadaway
MartinTudor
LennartUhlin
TobesValois
DavidB. Wake
MarkWaller
HuwWalters



15]
56
62
64
190
66
67

NickWalters
PeterWareham
GerryWebb
AlanWebb
BarbaraWeildman
PeterWeston
Eileen Weston

113
212
19
144
195
46
A5

LauraWheatly
CharlesWhyte
Janet Wilkins
AnneWilson

Caroline Wilson
AlanWoodford
AnneWoodford



INTERESTEDIN SCIENCEFICTION?
WHYNOTMEETTHEAUTHORS!

BrianWAldiss, lain Banks,GregBear,DavidBrin,
RamseyCampbell,€3 Cherryh,Jack Gohen,Storm

Constantine,Neil Gaiman,DavidGemmell,SimenRGreen,
PeterF Hamilton,HarryHarrison, Matirvine, GwynethJones,

RobertJordan, GrahamJoyce, GarryKilworth, Stevhen
Lawhead,PaulMeAuley,AnneMcCaffrey,“GrantNaylor",
TerryPratchett, Alastair Reynolds,RobertRankin,Kim
StanleyRobinson,MichaelScottRohan,DanSimmons,
Sheri STepper,Patrick Tilley, FredaWarrington,fan
Watson,TadWilliams, DavidWingroveand“Jonathan

Wylie"aresomeof theauthorswhehavespokento the
BirminghamSFGroupin the last 15years.

TheBSFGlias meteverymonthfor nearly30yearsand,
as.well asholdingat least 12meetingsayear, produces

amonthlynewsletterfeaturing hookreviews,genre
Mewsandconventionreports. Checkourwebsite at

http://www_bsigfreeservers.com/or for further
informationandaFREEcopyof the latest newslettercall

AlanWootfordon0121-532-1110,e-mail
bsig@bortas.demon.co.ukor send2sae¢-to:2 OldPort

Close,Tipton, WestMidlantds,DY47XN.
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